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Project Title: I'ransporting VIP to Bishop Kopacz's Ordinations

Date Project Conducted: 02/06/2014
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Purpose ()f AcCtivity: an the space provided below, describe in one sentence the purpose of this activiry, This section must be completed.}
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Our council was asked by a director from the Diocese to help with the transportation of VIP guests for Bishop
Kopacz’s ordination. We were asked to pick them up at the airport and deliver them to their hotel and also to
deliver them back to the airport for departure. We nicknamed this little project “The Bishop Shuttle Service”.

. T . 5

Number of council members participating in project: .................... IS
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Number of man hours expended in project:. . ....... ... ... ... ... 150

Anthony Carpenter

Chairman’s Name: Telephone Number: 6

09 Audubon Point Brandon Ms 310047
Mailing Address: 909 Audubon Point Brandon Ms 39047

E-mail Address: Carp3340@bellsouth.net
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Describe project in detail. Use additional paper if necessary. Supplementary material may be
submitted along with the nomination. Accompanying materials can include letters, testimoni-
als, news clippings, photographs, pamphlets, etc. Do not submit tapes, videocassettes, DVD’S,
display materials, films, etc., as they will not be considered in judging the nomination.

Fifteen Knights volunteered for duty. We were honored to be able to help the Bishop with this task. Through close
coordination with the Diocese a list of 33 passengers was obtained. This master list contained names, flight
numbers, arrival/departure times. hotel, and contact phone numbers. Driver contact phone numbers were
provided to the passengers as well. Armed with schedules, name placards, and hospitality, our Knights started
picking up passengers on a Tuesday evening. All was going well until a winter storm blasted the northeast.

The ordination was scheduled for Thursday and no one wanted to get snowed in. Passengers started to change
schedules at the last minute on Wednesday. The master schedule was almost useless at that point. Arrival times
were changing by the minute. All flights coming out of Charlotte and Atlanta were backed up due to weather.
The drivers rallied. They started tracking flights online in order to be at the airport when their passengers arrived.
Text messages were flying between drivers and passengers. In some instances flights were arriving 6 or 7 hours
later than originally scheduled. but we had a Knight or two waiting on everyone when the got off of the plane.
The last passenger was picked up around 11 pm Wednesday night. That was round one. We still had to get them
back home. We did get them back home. We delivered passengers back to the airport Thu, Fri, Sat, Sun, and
Monday. We even had one lost wallet that was retrieved and delivered 30 minutes prior to a flight.

Our Knights had the privilege of making the first “Mississippi” impression on 33 passengers that included 1 Arch
Bishop, 5 Bishops, numerous Priests, a sister. an aunt, 2 uncles, and close friends of the new Bishop. We had the
honor of taking on this role to help with his transition to our Diocese. We made lot of new friends just by being
ourselves, by being Knights and showing a little southern hospitality. Hopefully we were good ambassadors for
the Knights of Columbus.
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For more information on the Service Program Awards go to www.kofc.org/service
and click on the lef-hand “Council” link.




